
M I N U T E S 
CITY COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

August 2, 2004 
5:30 P.M. 

Council Chambers 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz. Council Members Koch, Jorgenson, Pacholl, 
Christopherson, Nordin, Chamberlain, Council Member-at-
Large Goodnature 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT:          Post Bulletin and Austin Daily Herald. Public.  
 
 
Two items were added to the agenda:  (Consent Agenda:  Temporary Food License for 
Austin Rotary Club, Corcoran Center, 2000 W. Oakland Avenue; and a resolution 
relating to construction of a corridor at Oak Park Mall. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving 
the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving 
the minutes of the July 19, 2004 and July 23, 2004 council meetings.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Pacholl, approving 
the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Temporary Liquor:  Austin Jaycees @ Fairgrounds – September 24 
 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce @ Austin  
  Country Club, October 20. 
 Master Plumber: Prestige Plumbing L.L.C., 2356 Collinswood Ct SE, Rochester 
 Temporary Food:  Austin Rotary Club, Corcoran Center, 2000 W. Oakland Ave 
Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 
a. Abigail Daza, 111 13th Street NE.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
The City Council as the Council-of-the-Whole has reviewed the tattoo/piercing 
ordinance, and several discussions have been held with staff, the city attorney and the 
public health nurse on licensing requirements, restrictions of location, age requirements 
of customers and sanitation requirements.   



  Minutes of 08-02-04 
 
 
   

 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, for 
the city attorney to prepare an ordinance amending City Code Section 6.57 to provide 
revised regulations for tattooing, body piercing, branding and scarification.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, for 
adoption of the ordinance.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A resolution was presented to Council designating the polling places for the 2004 
elections – the primary election to be held September 14, 2004 and the general election to 
be held November 2, 2004.  The polling places will be open from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm.  
The polling places are as follows: 
 
Ward 1, Precinct 1:  Austin Public Library 
Ward 1, Precinct 2:  Austin High School Hastings Gym 
Ward 2, Precinct 1:  Southgate Elementary School 
Ward 2, Precinct 2:  Banfield Elementary School 
Ward 3, Precinct 1:  Woodson School 
Ward 3, Precinct 2:  Ellis Middle School 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution designating polling places for 2004 for the primary and general elections.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution designating judges of election for the primary and general elections.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
To support the street projects, the City will need to sell bonds to finance construction.  
These bonds will be paid back over a 15-year time period at an estimated interest rate of 
4.10%.  Actual issuance of the bonds would be approved at the first council meeting in 
September. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Koch, adopting a 
resolution relating to $1,125,000 General Obligation Improvement Bonds, Series 2004B; 
authorizing the issuance and calling for the sale thereof.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 507 8th Avenue NE, Wiseman property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 406 1st Street SE, Estrada property.  Carried. 
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Merlyn and Irene Gutz, 1802 20th Street SW, have petitioned for a subdivision of 
property to divide their property into three tracts.  Upon approval, Tract A will be sold to 
neighbors west of the Gutz property; Tract B will be sold for a new lot for a single-family 
dwelling, and Tract C will remain as the petitioner’s property.  Community Development 
Director Craig Hoium have notified Utilities, who have not responded with any 
objections.  Assessments are on this property and these would need to be redistributed to 
the new owners. 
 
Moved by Council Member Koch, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution approving subdivision of property.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A proposal has been received from Boonestroo for construction administrative services 
for the Central Garage project.  The original proposal was for $201,000.  The items were 
identified that would require their services; that estimated total is $74,000 plus a $20,000 
fee for testing.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said the testing includes special inspection 
services for special steel that would be used in the construction. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution approving Boonestro for Central Garage consultants.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The Committee-of-the-Whole has discussed, at several meetings, the move of the Mower 
County Health and Human Services into the old JC Penney’s area at the Oak Park Mall, 
along with a proposed interior access to the mall.  City Administrator Jim Hurm said 
Council has recently discussed the access, which would involve a long corridor to the 
department’s main reception area at the south side of the building.  The Committee-of-
the-Whole has considered its responsibility for a proposed corridor, if any; has 
considered responsibility for long term use; and has considered having no responsibility 
for construction/maintenance of a corridor.  Mr. Hurm said the Committee has 
compromised with a proposal for $35,000 for construction.  He added that the resolution 
should include that there be a partnership with the mall management and mall merchants 
with a plan for common space to include rental, insurance and maintenance.   
 
Council Member Christopherson questioned who would make up the $43,000 difference.  
Mr. Hurm said it is hoped that the mall owners and merchants would be able to work that 
out.  This would mean an (approximately) $8000-per-year commitment from the mall for 
a period of five years.   
 
Mayor Rietz said this would prevent the City from entering into a lease, being 
responsible for maintenance, insurance, etc.  That responsibility would lie with the 
merchants and management, but this is still a way that the City can help out.  This 
appears to be a good recommendation from staff and a good compromise. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain adopting 
the resolution for $35,000 to be spent on construction of a common area corridor to the 
new Health and Human Services offices at Oak Park Mall.  (Further discussion ensued 
before voice vote.) 
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Council Member Jorgenson said she would note ‘no’ as she would not vote for spending 
taxpayers’ money on something the occupant does not want. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature said there is not one incident which relates to 
security; all we have is some anecdotal information.  This is simply perception.  Council 
Member-at-Large Goodnature further said it is irresponsible for council members to vote 
in that way.  There is no evidence for security problems. 
 
Council Member Nordin said she had been concerned about security, but it appears her 
questions have been answered.  This is a way the City can help the mall merchants.  
 
Council Member Koch said now that the City is involved in this – although still not sure 
we should be – we should make sure there is adequate lighting outside. 
 
Voice vote taken:  Carried.  4-3.  Council Members Pacholl, Christopherson and 
Jorgenson voted nay. 
 
REPORTS: 
City Administrator Jim Hurm reported that the Transit Board has officially met twice.  
The review shows the transit system is doing well.  The Board is working hard on the 
budget and the strategic planning. 
 
There will be no Planning Commission meeting for August. 
 
Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert said the City has received certification 
of LGA in the amount of $6,725,283 – an amount $25,000 less than the House resolution 
but $225,000 more than what was received for 2004. 
 
Mr. Dankert also reported on a Colorado newspaper article on TABOR (Taxpayers Bill 
of Rights).  It appears the state is seeing significant hardships with mandates from its 
legislature and the inability to raise taxes to fund them.  Mr. Dankert said this is an 
example of what could happen under TABOR. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said the County is still evaluating what services to exchange 
for using city staff and equipment during the county fair. 
 
As a member of the Joint Powers Board for the transit system, Council Member 
Jorgenson said the Board is now in the black. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson also thanked the Mayor for her efforts to get the Coalition of 
Greater Minnesota Cities convention here last week.  The benefit to the city was 
approximately  $75,000. 
 
Mayor Rietz said the Council has concluded the one-year review of City Administrator 
Jim Hurm.  He has been requested to focus on four general areas. 
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Mayor Rietz read a letter of thanks to the City for helping with the Mower County transit. 
 
A Council-of-the-Whole budget meeting has been set for 5:00 on August 31. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member  Jorgenson, 
adjourning the meeting to August 16, 2004. 
 
Adjourned:   6:08 p.m.   
 
Approved:    August 16, 2004  
   
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
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